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Christ the King Catholic and Church of England Curriculum Policy

Geography

I have come that they may have life and have it to the full (John10:10)


CURRICULUM AIMS
At Christ the King, we shape our curriculum so that all pupils are provided with high quality teaching and learning, with Jesus Christ at the centre of all we do.  We aim to inspire our learners to feel empowered and able to become responsible citizens in the community and the wider world, whilst motivating them to aspire and achieve the highest standard.
We aim to 
· provide a Christian education based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, in which the Gospel values underpin all aspects of school life
· embed our core Christian values at the heart of our curriculum
· provide a nurturing environment in which the dignity of each person as a child of God is recognised and developed; and to promote the full potential of each child through a curriculum which develops spiritual, academic, creative, social and emotional growth
· provide a curriculum which is enriching and challenging, where pupils experience the opportunity to learn in a wide range of contexts.
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	INTENT



GEOGRAPHY INTENT
At Christ the King Catholic and C of E Primary School our Intent is to give children a Geography curriculum which provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds using different scales of enquiry to allow them views from different perspectives.  
We aim to build understanding of wider issues about the environment and sustainability in our ever-changing world. We want children to think about their own place in the world, their values and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the environment.

At Christ The King, we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in geography. Geography is an essential part of the curriculum, it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments. 
At Christ the King, our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of knowledge, skills and vocabulary and for our children to develop a love of Geography.  We aim
· To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and develop a knowledge and understanding of the physical and human processes which shape places. 
· To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country. 
· To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate children to learn and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 
· To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means. 
· To make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and the interaction between people and the environment. 
· To develop the geographical skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps of different scales, and the vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry. 
· To be able to apply map reading skills to globes and atlas maps and identify geographical features. 
· To formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to inform opinions. 
· To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge. 
The teaching of Geography would be difficult without acknowledging the future of our planet. The Geography Curriculum places great importance on the interaction between the physical and the human environment. Many areas of study give opportunities to make children aware of these effects upon their surroundings, their own responsibilities and how they can contribute to improving the environment, however small that contribution might be. 


	IMPLEMENTATION



Geography teaching at Christ the King focuses on enabling children to think as geographers and is led through enquiry-based learning to encourage questions and interpretation of the world around us.

We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we plan progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.  The Geography Scheme of Work has been designed by the Curriculum Lead bespoke to the needs of our children and in line with The National Curriculum expectations regarding coverage and progression.  
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in Geography, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school.  Geography is taught in discrete lessons for a minimum of one hour each week.  Work is recorded in green exercise books consistently throughout the school.  Half Termly ‘project’ homework is set at the start to be showcased to parents at the end of topic.  At Christ the King, we expect all Geography to be recorded with the same high expectations and at the same pitch as are expected in English books.  Presentation and feedback on learning are in line with whole school policy and monitored in the same way by the subject leader.  

Geography provides excellent opportunities to enhance the learning of more able pupils through planning lines of enquiry, asking open ended questions and using these to enable them to interpret the past.  We encourage children to be able to make links across different environments in Geography.

Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social education and citizenship. At Christ the King, we encourage our children to develop self-confidence by having opportunities to deepen their Christian understanding and explain their views on a number of social questions.. Through helping pupils to reflect on how the environment is affected by decisions made by people, so that the children can make informed choices in the future. Through discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by introducing changes to the environment (for example, building a motorway) and the effects this can have on the surrounding area. Through helping pupils to understand the need to consider the views of others when discussing localities, settlements and the environment. Work on a locality in a less economically developed country provides an opportunity to discuss social issues. Fieldwork encourages collaborative projects, making the most of different strengths and interests within a team. 
They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures, and they start to develop tolerance and respect for others. Through this they are able to compare and contrast what life is like at home and around the world.  

In our teaching of Geography, we continue to embed the children’s spiritual development, Through helping pupils to recognise the beauty and diversity of the world. A geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. Geography provides opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they might wish to visit in the future, for example the Grand Canyon
ASSESSMENT

Geography assessment is based on teacher’s assessment.  Children demonstrate their ability in geography in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess children’s work by making judgements during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and uses this information to plan for future learning. Next steps written feedback is given to the child in line with whole school policy.  Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. 

At the end of a whole unit of work, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the learning of each pupil in relation to the learning Strands identified and shared at the start of the unit.  Children are assessed as Working below, at Age Related Expectations or Greater Depth. This is then reported on the school assessment in DCPRO.
These are collated termly by the subject leader.  The percentage of children working above, at and below age-related standards are calculated and this is used to monitor progress, evaluate impact and inform future actions.

These assessments are shared with the next class teacher as a record of a pupil’s progress throughout the year.

At Christ the King, we are committed to engaging with parents and carers and believe that they should be actively involved in their child’s learning.  We encourage children and parents to discuss their topics at the start of a unit and send enquiry questions into school that can be researched or investigated.  

EARLY YEARS
In the area of learning, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, children are developing the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding to enable them to make sense of the world around them. At Christ the King, we strive to stimulate children’s interest and curiosity through learning opportunities that are based on first-hand experience in both the indoor and outdoor learning environments. We aim to provide a balance in experiences from all aspects of this area of learning including opportunities to explore other cultures and religions. 
Geography is taught in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which underpin the planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as finding out about different places and habitats and investigating our locality. 

INCLUSION
All children receive Quality First Teaching.  Any children identified with SEND or in receipt of pupil premium funding may have work additional to and different from their peers in order to access the curriculum dependent upon their needs.  In addition, our school offers a vibrant, interesting and varied curriculum, providing all our pupils with a range of opportunities in order for them to reach their full potential, enjoy and achieve regardless of their starting points.

	IMPACT



Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in geography is the responsibility of the geography subject leader.  This is done in a variety of ways and informs future actions.  School membership of the Geographical Association ensures that Christ the King always aspires to high standards of geography teaching.    Within geography, we strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning.
We measure the impact of our curriculum in the following ways:
· Marking of geography learning in books 
· Using dialogic learning tasks to assess children’s understanding 
· Summative assessment 
· Observations of the children’s practical learning
· Displays and working walls
· Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice) 
· Staff professional development meetings where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a dialogue between teachers to consider quality, content and consistency 
· Assessing standards at the end of each unit
· Annual reporting to parents 


The geography subject leader will continually monitor the impact geography teaching is having on the pupil’s learning through scrutinised books, to ensure the progress of knowledge and skills is being taught. They will also ensure the knowledge taught is retained by the pupils, continually revisited and pupils demonstrate developing independence with their learning.



Continuing Professional Development 
CPD for staff is always ongoing through staff meetings or Team meetings delivered by the geography subject lead.  All staff are regularly updated with any changes.

Membership of the Geographical Association ensures the subject leader is regularly updated with current thinking and good practice in geographical education.  This information is shared regularly with staff.
There is a vibrant professional dialogue about the teaching and learning of geography.  Staff are committed to providing the highest quality of teaching and learning and they demonstrate a strong desire to continually develop their own knowledge and skills in the teaching of geography.  This might be through formally planned Professional Development Meetings, professional conversations, shared planning sessions or email exchanges.

The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.
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